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UNITED  3TATES  DEPARTi.-EKT  OF  AGRI'ULTURE 
BUREAU  OF  AGRiaJLTURiiL  ECOIIOiaCS 
Land  Economics  Division 


Bulletin  50 


BULLFTI!!  OF  OUTSTANDING  FEDER:.L  AND  STATS  LEGISLATION  APFEGTING 
LAI-^D  USE  DURING  THE  PERIOD  OF  MY         1939  to  JUNE  1939 


(Primarily  for  the  information  of  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  personnel,  Soil 
Conserv8,tion  Service  and  Forest  Service,) 


I.    FEDERAL  LEGISLATION 


AGRICULTURE 

H.  R.  6468.    Mr.  Lemize.    May  23,  1939.    To  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

"Agricultural  Ecjuality  Act  of  1939",    To  regulate  interstate 
and  foreign  commerce  in  agricultural  products 3  to  pi-event  unfair 
competition!  to  provide  for  marketing  of  such  products  and  to  as- 
sure an  abundant  and  permsnent  supply  of  such  products  by  securing 
to  producers  a  minimvin  price  of  not  less  than  cost  of  production. 

H.  R.  6749.    Ivlr.  Jones  of  Texas.    June  8,  1959.     To  Committee  on 
Agriculture. 

To  reimburse  cotton  cooperative  ass-jciations  for  losses  oc- 
casioned by  the  Federal  Farm  Board's  stabilization  operations. 

S.  2501.  Mr.  Bankhead,  May  26,  1939.  To  Committee  on  Agriculture 
and  Forestry. 

To  ex  bend  the  time  for  filing  claims  for  refunds  of  amounts 
paid  as  taxes  under  the  -Smkhead  Cotton  Act  of  1934,  the  Kerr  To- 
bacco Act  and  the  Potato  Act  of  1935. 

AGRICULTURAL  ADJUSTMENT 

H.  R.  6482,    Mr.  Nichols.    May  25,  1939.    To  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, 

To  amond  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1938,  as  amended, 
to  regulate  interstate  and  foreign  comjnerce  in  cotton,  to  provide 
for  marketing  of  cotton  at  fair  prices,  and  insuring  to  cotton  pro- 
ducers a  parity  income  based  on  parity  price  or  cost  of  production. 
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AGRIOJLTURAL  ADJUSTMENT  continued : 

H.  R.  6538,    Mr.  Chapman.    May  25,  1939.    To  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

To  amend  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1938,  section 
312,  subsection  (b)  by  striking  out  the  period  at  the  end  of  the 
last  sentence  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a  comma,  and  the 
folloiving:  "nor  for  any  marketing  year  for  which  a  marketing 
quota  was  proclaimed  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  subsection  (a) 
of  this  section." 

H.  R.  6541.    Mr.  Cooley.    May  25,  1939.    To  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

To  amend  section  314  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of 
1938,  by  striking  out  the  first  sentence  of  said  section  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  follovdng: 

"The  marketing  of  any  tobacco  in  excess  of  the  marketing 
quota  for  the  farm  on  T\rhich  the  tobacco  is  produced  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  of  10  cents  per  pound  in  the  case  of  flue- 
cured,  Maryland,  or  Burley  tobacco  and  5  cents  per  pound  in  the 
case  of  all  other  kinds  of  tobacco." 

¥kmi  CREDIT 

H.  R.  6580.    Mr.  Voorhis  of  California.    May  31,  1939.     To  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

"Farm  Debt  Refinancing  Act  of  1939".    To  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agricultur-e  on  behalf  of  the  Federal  Farm  Mortgage  Corpor- 
ation to  refinance  loans  to  farm  owners  who  personally  occupy  and 
operate  their  fams,  who  are  unable  to  meet  payments  due  or  liens 
against  their  farms.    The  Corporation  is  authorized  to  issue  and 
have  outstandinfT,  in  accordance  with  section  14  of  the  Federal  Farm 
Mortgage  Corporation  Act  of  January  31,  1934  (48  Stat.  349 j  12  U.S.C., 
1020c)  bonds  in  on  aggregate  amount  not  exceeding  #2,000,000,000, 

H.  R.  6582.    Ifr.  Hope.    May  31,  1959.    To  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

To  amend  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Act,  as  amended  to  insert 
the  following  sentence  a.t  the  end  of  section  508  (b):     "A  first 
lien  upon  the  crop  to  be  insured  shall  be  considered  sufficient 
security  for  any  note  tendered  the  Corporation  in  payment  of  pre- 
mium."   Also  in  Section  2,  section  508  (d)  to  insert  immediately 
after  the  word  "Act",  the  following;     "and  by  notes  payable  in  cash." 

S,  2522.    Mr.  Nye.    May  31,  1939.    To  Comraittee  on  Agriculture  and 
Forestry, 

To  transfer  from  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  and  agencies 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  not.^s  and  other  evidences 
of  indebtedness. 

WATER 

H.  R.  6613.    I.ir.  Case  of  South  Dakota.     June  1,  1939.    To  Com- 
mittee on  Irrigation  and  Reclamation. 
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WATER  continued: 
H.  R.  6613. 

Tc  authcrize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  undertake  the 
construction  of  water  conservation  and  utili.zation  projects  in  the 
great  Plcans  and  in  arid  and  semi-arid  areas  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  provides  for  the  financing  of  such  projects, 

II.    STATE  LEGISLATION 

HOUSING 

Missouri.    H,  B,  61.    Regular  Session.    Approved  May  IS^  1939, 

To  create  Housing  Authorities  as  municipal  corporations  to 
undertake  slum  clearance  snd  projects  to  provide  dwelling  accommo- 
dations for  lov  income  groups.    These  Authorities  to  be  created  in 
cities  or  counties  having  a  population  of  600,000.    These  Author- 
ities may  exercise  the  power  of  eminent  domain^  borrow  mioney,  issue 
bonds  or  other  obligations,  givin~  security  therefor,  construct  or 
improve  housing  projects  and  do  any  and  all  things  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  Act. 

New  York.         B.  117.    Regi.ilar  Session.    Approved  June  8,  1939, 
Ch.  806,  Laws  1939. 

To  create  a  state  debt  of  4^150,000,000  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  money  out  cf  Vifhich  the  State  may  mal<:e  loans  to  cities, 
towns,  villages  and  authorities  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  public  housing  law. 

NeYj-  York.    A.  B,  1345.    Regular  Session,    Approved  June  8,  1939, 
Ch.  808,  Laws  1939. 

"Public  Housing  LaY\r,"  To  provide  for  Housing  Authorities  to 
construct,  maintain  and  operate  low  rent  housing  developments  and 
to  demolish  or  maJce  fit  for  human  habitation,  the  slum  areas. 

New  York.    A.  B.  2116,    Regular  Session.    Approved  June  8,  1939, 
Ch.  793,  Laws  1935. 

To  amend  the  banking  laws  to  permit  savings  banks  to  invest 
in  participations  or  bonds  secured  by  mcrtgagcs  insured  by  the 
federal  housing  administrator. 

South  Ca.rolina.    H.  B.  364.    Regular  Session.    Approved  May  26, 
1939.    Governor's  Number  443,  Laws  1939. 

To  authorize  counties  and  other  public  bodies  to  aid  housing 
authorities  by  conveying  property,  furnishing  utilities  and  pur- 
chasing bonds  of  the  x\uthority. 
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HOUSING  continued: 

South  Carolina.    H.  o,  387.    Regular  Session.    Apijroved  June  Z, 
1939,    Governor's  Number  474,  Laws  1939, 

To  authorize  cities  and  tovms  hcr/ing  a  population  of  more 
than  5,000  inhabitants  tc  adopt  ordinances  relating  to  thu  repair, 
closing,  and  demolition  of  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

South  '-Carolina.    H,  3,  424.    itegular  Session,    Approved  May  29, 
1939.    Governor's  Number  453,  Laws  1939. 

To  prrvi.de  tha.t  bonds  and  other  obligations  issued  by  housing 
authorities,  when  secured  by  a  pledge  of  annual  contributions  to  be 
paid  by  the  United.  States  Government,  shall  be  security  for  all 
public  deposits,  and  legal  investments  for  the  state  and  public 
oiiicers  and  any  banking  institution. 

Texas.    H.  B,  832.    ^T-cgiilar  Session.    Approved  June  2,  1939, 

Tc  make  valid  the  cstablishm.jnt  and  crganiz  tion  of  housing 
authorities,  and  all  tra.nsactions  heretofore  undertaken  by  them. 

Tex-?.s.    H.  B,  334,    fiogular  Sessirn,    Approved  June  7,  1939, 

To  provide  that  bonds  and  other  obligations  issued  by  any 
public  housing  authority  in  the  United  Sta.tes,  when  secured  by  a 
pledge  01  annual  contributions  to  be  p.aid  by  the  United  States 
government  shall  be  security  for  all  public  deposits  and  l-^gal 
investments  for  the  Stabe  and  public  officers,  municipal  corpor- 
ations, prlitical  subdivisions  and  public  bodies,  all  banks,  trust 
companies,  insurance  companies,  executors,  trustees  or  other  fid- 
uciaries* 

PLAIMNING  -  ZONING 

Colorado.    S.  B.  278.    Regular  Sessim.    Approved  Ivlarch  30,  1939. 

To  authorize  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  respective 
counties  vd.thin  the  State  to  provide  for  planning  and  zoning  of 
unincorporated  territory  mthin  counties, 

Florida.    S.  B,  728,    Regular  Session.    Approved  Hay  25,  1939, 

Tc  authorize  the  City  Coinmissioners  of  the  City  of  Dunedin, 
Pinella  County,  Florida,  tc  prc^/ide  and  prescribe  zoning  regula- 
tions for  such  City, 

Missouri.    S.  E,  12.     PiGgular  Session,    Approved  Jione  5,  1939, 

To  auth-rize  County  C:  urts  of  cc  unties  .Tith  a  population  of 
not  I'^ss  than  200,000  and  n- t  more  than  400,000  to  pro^/ide  f^r 
cc>unty  planning  and  zoning.    The  Planning  Commission  vrlll  dictate 
the  use  of  areas,  height  of  buildings  and  amount  of  open  spaces. 
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PLxU^miNG  -  ZONING  continued: 

South  Carolina.    S.  B.  875.    Regular  Session.    Approved  June  9^  1939. 
Governor's  Wujnber  509 j  Laws  1939. 

To  establish  a  City  Planning  Conmiission  for  the  City  of  North 
Augusta  in  Aiken  County,    The  City  Council  of  North  Augusta  is  em- 
powered to  make  such  appropriations  as  are  necessary  and  vdse  for 
carrying  out  the  v/ork  of  the  Commission.     The  Commission  is  empower- 
ed to  recommend  and  approve  'ordinances  regulating  the  type  of  build- 
ings, streets,  sewers,  etc. 

REAL  PROPERTY 

Florida.    S.  B,  174,    Regular  Session.    Approved  l'ic.y  11,  1939. 

To  authorize  all  counties  of  the  State  of  l^lorida  having  a 
population  of  not  less  thsja  60,000  and  not  more  than  70,000  accord- 
ing to  the  last  :'ificial  federal  or  state  census,  to  acquire,  mort- 
gage cJid  dispose  of  real  property. 

Oklahoma.    S.  B.  ?.43.    Regular  Session.    Approved  May  10,  1939. 

To  authorize  life  tenant  or  person  in  similar  relation  to  real 
estate  to  apply  to  the  district  court  and  secure  the  appointment  of 
a  trustee  in  cases  v.'here  there  are  contingent  remainders.    The  trustee 
is  authorised  to  execute  valid  oil  and  gas  leases,  invest  funds  der- 
ived therefrom  and  pay  same  together  with  income  ea.rned  by  investments, 
to  persons  entitled  thereto, 

Oklahoma.    K.  B.  294.    Regular  Session.    Approved  May  9,  1939, 

To  authorize  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  to  appraise 
and  offer  for  sale  sll  lands  acquired  by  foreclosure  of  mortgages  and 
the  acceptance  of  warranty  deeds  in  settlement  cf  mortgage  indebted- 
ness.   Purchasers  must  make  a  down  payment  of  5  per  cent  of  the  total 
price,  the  balance  over  a  period  of  25  years  and  must  pay  interest  at 
the  rate  of  3  per  cent  per  annum. 

Pennsylvania.    H.  B.  345.    Regular  Session.    Act  Number  109,  Acts 
1939. 

To  provide  that  title  to  any  real  estate  situate  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  which  may  have  been  held  prior  to  the  ninth 
day  of  March,  1934,  by  any  foreign  corporation  not  authorized  under 
the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  to  hold  same  the  title  to  which  has  been 
heretofore  conveyed  by  such  corporation  to  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  any  corporation  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania 
or  other  state,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and  free  of  any  right 
of  escheat  by  the  Comraonwealth  and  such  citizen  or  corporation  grantee 
shall  hold  and  may  convey  such  title  and  estate  indef eo.sibly  as  to  any 
right  of  escheat  which  the  Commonv/ealth  right  otherwise  have  by  reason 
of  said  unauthorized  holding  and  conveyance  by  such  foreign  corporation 
and  all  such  conveyances  heretofore  made  are  hereby  ratified. 
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SOIL  CONSERVATION 

California.    A,  B.  1569.    Regular  Session.    Approved  May  29,  1939. 
Ch.  312,  Lav7s  1939. 

Tc  autnorizo  tho  creation  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  for 
the  purpose  of  conseirvlng  soil  resources  and  preventing  and  cen- 
tre lling  soil  erosion.    This  Act  is  sirailar  to  the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Districts  Act  published  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

IdaJio.    S.  B.  136,    Regiilar  Session.    Approved  L'larch  9,  1939. 

T'.  authorize  the  creation  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  for 
the  purpose  of  conserving  soil  resources  and  preventing  and  control- 
ling soil  erosion.    This  Act  is  similar  to  the  ■^oil  Conservation  \ 
Districts  Act  published  by  the  United  States  Department  of  A.gri- 
culture. 

Iowa.    S,  B.  166.    Regular  Session.    Approved  May  25,  1939. 

To  authorize  the  crea.tion  of  Scil  Conservation  Districts  for 
the  purpose  of  conserving  scil  ri,sources  and  preventing  and  con- 
trolling scil  erosion.    This  i  ct  is  similar  to  the  Soil  Conservation 
Districts  Act  published  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Vermont.    S.  3.  73.    rceg^alar  Session.    Approved  April  11,  1939. 

To  authorize  the  creation  of  Scil  Conservation  Districts  for 
the  purpose  of  conserving  soil  resources  and  preventing  and  control- 
ling soil  erosi'-^n.    This  Act  is  sinils.r  to  the  Soil  Conservation 
i^ist-ricts  Act  published  by  the  United  States  Dep8.rtment  of  Agri- 
culture , 


Florida.    H.  B.  1622.    Regulrr  Session.    Approved  June  12,  1959, 

To  create  delinquent  tax  adjustment  boards  in  counties  having  a 
population  of  not  m.ore  than  14,560  and  not  less  than  14,550  inhab- 
itants, according  to  the  State  Census  of  1935.    To  provide  for  the 
compromise  and  adjustment  of  tax  sale  certificates  held  by  the  State, 

Iowa.    S.  B,  227,    Regular  Session,    Approved  May  26,  1939, 

To  create  an  agricultural  lajid  credit  fund  from  the  general  fund 
of  the  State  to  be  used  for  emergency  relief  of  owners  of  agricultural 
la.nds  lying  v.d thin  independent  school  districts.    Ormers  of  agricultural 
land  consisting  of  tracts  of  more  than  ten  acres  in  such  district  upon 
•v/nich  the  school  fund  lo^rj  exceeds  15  mills,  m^y  apply  for  relief  from 
payment  of  the  excess  —  said  excess  above  15  mills  to  come  from  the 
agricultural  land  credit  fund.    Also  provides  for  appeals, 

Texas.    H.  B.  195,    Regular  Session,    Approved  lliaj  16,  1939. 

To  release  all  penalty  and  interest  accrued  on  al  valorem  city 
and  independent  school  district  tsjx-is  which  7/ere  delinquent  on  June  1, 
1538,  in  all  cities  in  Texas  ha-^/ing  a  population  ^'f  not  less  than 


TiJ.E3  ccntinuod: 

Texas.  H.  B.  126. 

200,000  and  not  move  than  250,000  by  the  last  Federal  Census,  pro- 
vided said  t?jcos  3XQ  paid  on  or  before  June  1,  1939,    Also  exempts 
from  provisions  of  the  ^^ct,  penalties  and  interest  on  taxc^s  v/hich 
have  been  reduced  to  final  .judgment. 

WATER 

Michigan.    3.  B.  240.    Regulo.r  Session.    Approved  June  8,  1939, 
"Pablic  Act  194,  Acts  1939, 

To  provide  for  the  dr^termination  8Jid  maintenance  of  the  normal 
height  ar.d  level  of  the  vratcrs  of  inlend  lakes  of  this  state,  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  health,  safety  and  the  conservation  of 
the  natural  resoijrces.    -^'he  Act  authorizes  the  acajoisition  of  lands 
for  the  building  of  dams  and  waterworks  and  is  to  bo  financed  by 
t.7ixation  and  specisJ.  assessments. 

Nerr  York.         B,  1071.    xtegular  Session.    i-^Dproved  June  8,  1939. 
Ch.  776,  Lo-,/s  1939. 

To  ratif;/"  and  enact  into  lavv-  the  Ohio  River  Valley  v/ater  sani- 
tation compact  for  the  prevention,  abatement  and  control  of  pollu- 
tion of  the  rivers,  streams  and  vfaters  in  the  Ohio  River  drainage 
basin  and  moking  thje  State  of  Ne^'/  York  a  party  thereto. 

New  York.  A,  E,  111^;,  Regu3-ar  Session.  Approved  June  10,  1939,  Ch, 
828,  Lav;s  1959, 

To  appropriate  vj>800,000  for  the  State's  contribution  to  the  cost 
of  participation  in  federal  flood  control  projects. 

New  York.    A.  B.  1938.    Reg^jilar  Session.    Approved  May  31,  1939. 
Ch.  600,  Lo;,7s  1939. 

To  promote  interstate  cooperation  for  the  correction  and  elimin- 
ation of  future  pollution  and  the  abatement  of  existing  pollution  of 
the  7/ater  resources  in  the  Dela7fare  river  basin. 

South  Carolina..    K,  E,  900,    Regular  Session,  Approved  May  31,  1939. 

Governor's  Nuxaber  494,  Lav/s  1939, 

To  give  State  -^i-uthoritie s,  Comriissions,  Boa.rds  or  Governing 
■•^odies,  authorized  to  develop  navigable  waters,  to  construct,  main- 
tain, and  opora.te  dams,  locks  and  rcsci*voirs,  to  produce,  transmit, 
sell  ajid  distribute  electric  porvYer,  tc'  reclaim  flooded  lands  or  to 
improve  health  conditions,  or  for  ar:y  of  such  purposes,  additional 
rights  of  eminent  domain  ond  to  provide  a  procedure  for  the  exercise 
thereof. 


